Step 4. Relieve weight off a painful claw - trim down the heel horn or fix a block to the healthy claw
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Relieving weight off a painful claw can be achieved in two ways. If there is a good depth of heel horn on the unaffected claw, then the heel horn on the painful claw can be trimmed down (red arrows below). Alternatively, a plastic, rubber or wooden block can be applied to the healthy claw for 6-8 weeks. However, in some cases, bruising or under-run horn may be present on the non-painful claw, making it unhealthy and unsuitable for blocking. These cases require a straw yard or nursing paddock to aid recovery. If in doubt about a case, always ask your vet for advice.
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Figure — The objective of step 4 is to relieve weight off a painful claw. This can be achieved through
trimming down the heel on the painful claw (red arrow, left image) to achieve a 1-2 cm height
differential with the healthy claw (central image). The quick should not be cut in doing this. If this
cannot be achieved then a block shoud be applied.





