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REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMUITTEE ON GENERAL EDUCATION

The Ad Hoc Commlttee on General Education of the College of Arts andSciences was apPointed by Dean Steigelfest early in Fall Semester I9g5.The corumittee was charged wlth revliwlng the existing distrlbutlon
requirements and, if deemed necessary, iecommending iew requtrements torthe College of Arts and Sciences.

Literature on the reform of general educatlon was reviewed by thecommittee, including:
Bennett, wilLiam iI., 'To Recraim a Legacy: Text of Report on
Humanltlea in Educatlon.i The Chronicle-of Higher Eduiation, November28, L984.

Direction ln General Education.i The ilournal
33 (4) , L982.

&/s:ii.

Ilangen, Desna W. iNew
of Genaral Fldrrr:at i an

Gaff, ilerry, rcurrlcurar rmperatlves for Revlewing GeneralEducation." The Journal of General Education, 34-(3), 19g2.

Cobb, Wm. p?!19f, iGeneral Educations The Prior Agenda.r LiberalEducation, L982.

lssoglation of Amerlcan colleges, rntegrity in the corleqeCurriculum: A Report to the Academic Cornmunityr-it85.

_Copies of Cobbrs article and the relevant chapter of the Assoclationof Anerlcan Colleges report are attached for infoirnation purpose6.

The committee concludes that tbe exlsting distributlon requirement isnot doing what mlght be assumed was intended. rt ls ensurlng neitherbreadth nor depth ln the liberaL arts and sclences. The comillttee
recognlzes that many students, because of thelr own cholces and goodadvising, are served well by the present requtrement. For many 6tnerstudente, however, their liberal arts and sCiences educatlon f; a
'smorgasbordr of courseB selected too often for non-academic reasons suchas the fit ln thelr schedules. Committee mernbers expressed concern that,slgnificant numbers of studentg are graduating wlthout having had certainintellectual experlences or acqulred-certain irttrs

Regardless of which goals and requirements for general education are
approved by Arts and SciinceEr the co-mmlttee recomurends that efforts be
Tlde to erpress to students and faculty the purpose of general education.At present, no fornaL statenent of the goals of general education (or thedistribution 1egllrernent) appears ln ttrE wiaener Bul1etin. No guidelines
are Provtded to-faculty for-lavising students how to put togeth6r anappropriate general education progrim.

The committee recognLzee a conceptual distlnctlon between distribution
requlrements and general educatlon requlrements. Distributlon
requirements compeJ. students to take a speclftc number of credlts in each



of, the divisions of Arts and Sciences, thereby distrtbuting their exposureto liberal arts and sciences across the three units. Geneial education
requirements typically lnvolve more direction. The assumption is thatthere are certain identiflable skills and/or knowledge areas which should
be part of a baccalaureate program. Distrlbution re(uirements and general
education requirements are not incompatible.

With regard to general education requirements, the commlEtee
recognlzes the distlnctlon between skills and knowledge areas. fhe goals
of general educatlon recommended by the commlttee refiect thisdlstinction.

GOAI,S OT GENERAL EDUCATION

SKILLS

The three skil1s are writing, mathematlcs, and crltical thinking.
Writing

All students are requlred to take ENGL 100,/101 Compositlon andCritlcal Thought. fnstructors ln these classes cleartry deflne a
minimum level of writing performance for paeslng the course. where
apProprlate, courses comuronly taken to Batisfy general educatlon
requlrements shouLd include writingr grg.r papers, essay exams, lab
rePortE. fn all such assignments, students are expected to be able to
express thenselves accurately and effectively. Students ldentified by
faculty as having dtfflculty writing ehould be referred to the Writing
Center. Faculty nay make a studentrs flnal grade conditlonal on the
studentrs effectlve partlclpation in individuallzed wrlting Center
instructlon.
Mathematics

Matheuratlcal competence Is expected of all students. This can be
denonstrated by successfuL completion of one of the following
courses: ltlATH 101, LO7, 117, or 14I. ft can also be demonstrated by
passing a proficiency test in baslc mathematlcs administered by the
Science Divisl.on. The proposed Math Reurediation Center wlll be
available for students needlng asslstance.

Critical Thinking

Students are expected to develop basic crltical thinking skills,
including: (1) the abtJ.ity to evaluate arguments criticallyl that is,
to be able to say whether an argument ls valid or invalid and to
explain why; (2)-ttre ability to-thlnk toglcally and to produce valld
argumentsl and, (3) tne abillty to draw entailed concluslons fron
premises. Ihls goal. is primarlly satisfled by PHIL 105 or PHIL 120.
Selected other general educatlon courses, or courses from the majors
may also be judged to satlsfy thls requirement.
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KNOWLEDGE AREAS

Five knowledge areas have been identified as goals for general
eclucation. The Eeneral objective ls to acqualnt siudents wiltr theperspective and associated content of the five areas. The areas areliEted with brlef elaboratlone.

Arts

To enable students to analyze and crltique the aesthetlc
judgements of, thenselvee and others.

To encourage an appreclation of the arts,/llterature and tocultivate studentst abilities to experlence thelr environment from an
aesthetic perspeetive.

To encourage and develop students I appreclation of the artistic
and literary achlevements of indlvlduals ln our soclety and others.
Eistor ical Consc iousness

To enable students to understand the methods of historlcal
inqu iry.

To enable students to understand the historlcal, social andphilosophlcal contexts of important human achlevements

To develop studentsr appreclation of the contrlbutions of our
forebearers, be they f iguree in politlcs, econonl.c enterprise, thearts, Philosophyr soclal movenentsr or the natural and social
gc ienceB.

To enabLe students to understand the confllcts faced by our
predecessors and their attempte at resolutlon.

To encourage students I appreclation of the fact that what exists
today in soclety ls an outgrowth of what hae occurred ln the past.
Sc ience

To develop studentsr understandlng of the scientific method.

To develop studenter appreclatlon to the role of seience in
tndividualgr llves and ln modern soclety.

To glve students an awareness of the acconpliEhments of thescientific community.

Soc ietal /Cultural Perspective

To develop studentsr understandlng of the empirical (i.e. social
science) approaches to human behavlor.
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To develop studentsr understanding
is influenced by the societies,/cultures

To develop studenis I understanding
variety of human groups and institutions
religion, economic institutions) .

of human behavior and how itof which we are part.

of the significance and(q.9. family, government,

To enable students to recognize and confront the social issues
facing our society and others and to appreciate the accompJ.ishments of
human socleties.

To develop studentst understanding of cultures/societies other
than their own.

Values

To develop studentsr understanding of the ethical dimension of
human existenee.

To encourage studentsr appreciatlon that life for an lndividual
as well as for a society involves ethical choicest

To encourage studentsr understanding of how our soeiety and itsinstitutions define and influence our vaiues and ethlcal ch6ices.

To encourage and enable students to recognlze and eonfront theethlcal problems facing their generation.

To encourage students I appreciation of the values of a democratic
and pluralistic society.

GENERAL EDUCATTON PROGRNI

At its December 5, 1985, meeting the committee approved the following
recommendation for the general educitlon program in aits and Sciences.

r. Arts and Sciences students must compJ.ete a minimum of 12 semester
hours in Science with the foLlowing stipulations:
1. Students must demonstrate mathematical competence by one of the

followlng methods:

a) Successfully complete MATH lOI or }IATH 107. (Note that MATH
101 cannot be used to satisfy the Science distribution
requirements of L2 semester hours in Science.)

b) SuccessfulJ.y complete MATE 117 or MATH I41.

c) Pass a proficiency test in basic mathematics adrninistered by
the Science Dlvision of the CoJ,lege of Arts and Sciences.
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2. Complete one semester of, a Science course with an assoclated
laboratory" Any of the followlng are recommended:

BIOI, 201
CHEU 101
ENVR 103, 104, 20L, 202, 203t 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209
Any new coursea to be speciflcally developed to satlsfy this
requirenent.

3. Reconmended addltional courses to satiefy the Science requirement
for those students who are not majoring in a Sclence discipline
(or Nurslng or Englneering) ares

BTOI, IOO
cHEt{ 100 r 110
PEYS L2O
Ir|ATH,/CSCr 107
cscr 141, 142
AI,L MATE COURSES NUIIBERED GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 110

rn additionr the followlng notion paesed unanimously:

Sclence faculty must approve and asslgn a Science number to any cours(
to be included as fulfilling the Science,/Technology dlstribution
requirenent for Arts and Science majors.

ff. Arts and Sciences majors must compJ-ete a mlnimum of L2 senester hours
in Social Sclence with the followlng stipulations!
I. Students must take a mininum of two 100-1eve1 Social Sclence

courseE, whlch cannot be in tbe same dlsclpline.

2. Students must take a minlmum of one 200-1eve1 or 300-1eve1 Social
Science courge.

IfI. Arts and Sciences majors urust complete ENGL 100,/101 and a mlnimun ol
LZ additlonal Eemester houre in Eumanitles wtth the fol.lowlng
stipulatlons r

1. Students must take one course in at least two disctplines.

2. Students must take a minimuur of one 300-1eve1 course.
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At the committeers February L2, 1986, meeting Dean Steigelfest
proposed an alternative structure for general education. The committee
discussed and amended the proposal and is sending it forward for
consideration.

3 cr. A. English 1OO,/101 f or writing skills
B . Sc ience,/Hath

4 cr. 1) Lab science

L 4 ct. 2) lrath competency - course or exam

4 - I cr. 3) Addltional sclence,/division courses

C. Humanities

3 cr. 1) Eistory

Suggested ways of meeting thie requirement may be

a) speciallzed courses identifylng themes/epochs
ln human history and approachlng these from
dlfferent perspectives t ot specialized courses
ldentlfying worke and approachlng these from
dlfferent perspectivesi or

b) designated courses in history.
' 3 cr. 2l Arts

Any course ln literature, art history, musicr and
seLected phllosophy courses.

5 cr. 3) Addltlonal courges in Eumanlties, one of which
should be advanced (except if a student ls taklng
two semesters of modern language).

D. Social Seience

3-6 cr. 1. Societal,/cultural perspective

E. Any introductory soclal science course(s).

3-6 cE. 2. Advanced course(e) ln Socia1 Science dlvislon.

3 cr. 3. Advanced student leve1 course

El. Group of courses on social issues taught from
an lnterdlsciplinary Perspective.Prerequisites: senlor status and completion
of other nlne semester hours ln Social-
Sc ience .
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At the committeers April 3, 1986, meeting the following resolutlons
were passed:

Resotution 1. That the chair of the Committee on General Education reviewthe flnar resolution of this committee and prepare an
estlmate of the resources needed for its imprementatlonprlor to forwarding the report to the Arts and sclence
curricurum and Prannlng committee. A statement ehould also
be made about clearry dlscernablb effeets on faculty ordlvislonal programs.

commentarv: These resources might include new faculty for
teachlng of laboratory sclence courses; plant
and equipment costa.

Resolution 2.

Development and admlnistratlon of mathproflclency testg.
Faculty ln mathematl.cs.

A6 to other impact:
fn laboratorles deslgned to give students
greater inslght lnto scientlflc method and
reasonLng, will faculty seninars for those
undertaking such lnetruction be available?

The committee on Generar Education recommends to the Arts
and sclences curriculum and Plannlng committee that it seek
a commltment from the ProvoEt that the resourcea necessary
for the lmplementatlon of lts reconmendatione, if adlopted,will be forthconLng.

That the committee on Generar Education recommends that the
flnal pJ.an recommended by the Arts and Sciences Curriculum
and Plannlng Comurittee to the faculty of Arts and Sclences
will be accompanied by an estlmated Listing of resources
nece66ary for its implementation. A statement should also
be made about clearly dlEcernible effects on faculty or
dlvlelonal programs.

Further, the final recommendation, once approved by the
faculty of Arts and Science, be accourpanled by a slmilar
statement listing necessary reaources for its
lmplementation. A statement ehould also be made about
clearly dlscernlble effects on faculty or dlvisional
ProgrElnE.

Resolutlon 3.


