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River Civilization: Egyptian River Civilization
Step One: Identify Desired Results (Essential Question(s) National/State/Common Core Standards) 

Unit Summary and Rationale:


	Give a brief overview of the unit content, concepts, and core activities. Provide a rationale for why this unit is important for students.

This unit is a sixth grade unit that has been developed to introduce the students to the importance of the early Egyptian River civilization. The unit will introduce them to the 5 themes of geography as they relate to early Egypt. Students will gain an understanding if of the difference in religion as compared to other river civilizations. They will make connections of technologies from then to how they are used today. Students will gain an understanding of the early civilizations and the steps the civilization made to become a successful civilization.

Students will get to research different aspect of the civilization and make personal connections to the unit by creating an artifact box and “sale flyer” about Egypt as they try to sell their classmates on their personal connection/understanding of Egypt.  The students will choose one of the 5 themes of geography to use for their flyer.



Essential Question(s):

	List the essential questions that underlie this unit. You may have more than one question. Make sure they are linked to the rationale stated above.

1. How did new technologies impact the life of the Egyptian people?

2. How did the location of Egypt play a role in the development and adaptions of the Egyptian River Civilization? 

3. How did the structure of the government play a role in the success of the civilization? 




National Standard(s) or Choose any of your Current National Standards Optional
	Use NCSS Standards. Please write out Thematic Strand and Performance Expectations, and indicate page number(s). Use more than one Strand.

Thematic Strand:

Performance Expectation:

Thematic Strand:

Performance Expectation:




State Standard(s)/Common Core:

	Use the ONLS for Social Studies. 

List at least two different content strands with at least one content statement supporting each. List the skills topic from either strand, listing the content statement that supports it (there is only one for each strand).

Social Studies. (2010, June). Retrieved July 30, 2016, from http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Social-Studies
Grade: Sixth Grade Social Studies
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today
Grade: Sixth Grade Social Studies
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Spatial Thinking and Skills
Content Statements: 4. Latitude and longitude can be used to identify absolute location.
Grade: Sixth Grade Social Studies
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Places and Regions
Content Statement: 5. Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, or economic).
Grade: Sixth Grade Social Studies
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment. 
Content Statement: 7. Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Eastern Hemisphere in the past and today. 
Include at least 1 Common Core Literacies Standard

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.



Unit goal(s)
	Unit Goal(s)
	Clearly state the major goal(s) of this unit

1. Students will understand the foundation of the Egyptian River Civilization.

2. Students will create an artifact box representing the key points of the civilization.

3. Students will represent the hierarchy of the people.

4. Students will understand major technologies and trades of the civilization.

5. Student will understand the importance of water to a civilization, most importantly the Nile River.

6. Students will be able to locate Egypt using latitude and longitude and describe the physical aspect of it.




Description of Teaching Methodology
	Teaching Methodology
	Discuss the various teaching methods you will be using and why you have chosen these methods.  
1. Small group/Whole group- Students will share ideas in small and whole group settings. This will allow students to interact in various ways- making hypotheses, researching, debating, and discussion their views on the civilization. They will be able to work collaboratively to strengthen their knowledge and bounce ideas off of each other to make strong statements about their learning.
2. Fishbowl- This is a whole class activity where the whole class is watching what is going on in the middle of the classroom. Students sit, kneel and stand to make sure everyone can see. This is used for the sand box so that all students can see and participate in the activity. It allows students to see each other and ask questions during the lesson. Students are able to easily interact with their peers in small discussions as needed.
3. Independent and partner research- Students are able to research with a partner to help build their researching skills. At this grade level, I think that it is important to support good researching skills and questioning. Having a partner allows them to ask each other if it looks like a good place to find information, or if the idea is important to their learning.
4. Discussions/debates- Students are given the opportunity to discuss ideas and discover new concepts. They build off of what they know and are guided to the idea by the teacher through questioning and scaffolding.
5. Technology- students use technology to support their researching and writing skills. 
6. Traveling salesman- Students take ownership in their artifact box. They are trying to “sell” some part of Egypt to their classmates based off of their personal connection to the major ideas of the unit. They also use a “sale flyer” to help sell an additional aspect of the civilization.



Context for Teaching

	Context for

Teaching
	Discuss the circumstances in which you will teach.  Type of school, class size, room arrangement, schedule, available resources including technology, hard copy etc. 

School Type: Suburban, Public School K-12 Building

Class Size: 25 students

Room Arrangement: Small group setting (3-4 students) 

Schedule: 75 minute class periods (1 semester of the year)
Available resources: 

· Laptops or chrome books (1:1 ratio)
· Teacher laptop with projector
· Apple TV

· River Civilizations mini textbook
· Leveled readers based on content subject

· 


Step Two: Determine Acceptable Evidence

How will you know if students have answered the essential questions, reached the desired results and met the standards? What will you accept as evidence of student understanding and proficiency? List pre-, formative, and summative assessments here. Be sure to include a range of appropriate activities along the continuum, including informal checks for understanding, observation/dialogue, quizzes/tests, academic prompts, and performance tasks/projects.
	Pre-
	Formative
	Summative

	Carousel Brainstorm- Major topics of Egypt and students can write what they know 


	Class Discussions
Written responses-prompts, research, descriptions.
	Artifact Box
Test/Quiz


	Using the chart above, explain why you chose these assessments to meet your unit standards and essential question(s). Describe the assessments themselves and what content or concepts they will measure. Discuss ways in which you might use formative assessments to inform your instruction. This description should be in narrative form. 

Carousel Brainstorm- Using big ideas about ancient Egypt, student walk around and write what they know about big ideas. This is done a few days before to preview what is coming up and to give myself time to adjust the unit as needed.

Class Discussions/Observations-Using class discussions, I am able to identify if the student(s) has an understanding of the major concepts of the lessons. Discussions can be scaffolded or questions can be asked in various ways to help support the understanding the learning of others. Specific questions can be asked differently to check in for understanding on different days.

Written responses- Based off of students’ writing, I can observe the level of understanding of a concept. It is evident who needs additional support, has misconceptions, and who understands the content.

Artifact Box- Students will make connections to their learning based off of their personal connections to the learning.  Students will show understanding of major concepts based off of their explanations of their connections/representations.
Test/Quiz- This will be done at the conclusion of all of the river civilization learnings. Students will be required to compare and contrast the civilizations, apply their understanding to given situations, and recall important facts about the civilization.
Based off of the results of the pre-assessments and the formative assessment, the instruction may vary from day to day as compared to the lesson outline. Depending on the time frame of the class, students may need additional exposure to content, adding more days to the unit. If only a few students have misconceptions, the student can be met with during the school day to cover content again and clear up misconceptions. Class time may also be adjusted to meet the needs of individuals who need additional exposure to the content.



Step Three: Matrix (Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction)

Plan for at least five consecutive days. Be sure to include more than one strategy and assessment each day. Add more days as needed.  You do not have to sue this Table –feel free to use any format you want for each lesson (as shown in the Cmap examples)
	
	Topic/Content/

Geography Themes
	Strategies/Activities
Provide some sense of how your lesson will look ere –from start to finish –just enough detail to make sense to others 
	Assessment
	Materials (teacher created & Instructional)

	Monday


	Geography Theme: Location
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Spatial Thinking and Skills
Content Statements: 4.
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 

	1. Pass out map of the world with Egypt and our current location identified.
2. Have teams brainstorm about Egypt based on inquiry skills and its location.

3. List their common themes onto chart paper. 
4. Organize ideas based off of the 5 themes of geography. One color should be used for each theme. Ideas can be more than one color if needed. Five additional chart papers should be available to use as class discussions lend to it in the future. The goal is to be able to pull from the students’ original ideas and correct misconceptions and build upon initial thoughts based off of inquiry skills. The chart can be added to as new ideas have been discovered/discussed in the classroom.

5. The students will use the map to determine the absolute and relative locations for Egypt.  
6. The students will work in small groups to discuss and make hypotheses about Egypt- water locations, land type, weather, etc. 
7. A whole class discussion to share ideas and add to the charts.

8. Using pictures of the Egypt, the teacher will discussion and show other important aspects of the location of Egypt and the role of the physical aspects of Egypt played in the success of the civilization. 
	1. Informal assessments during class and group discussions.
2. End of class closure questions.
	3. Posters labeled with the 5 themes of geography
4. PowerPoint (or other digital pictures presenting format) with images needed to discuss major part of the location of Egypt.

5. World map with current location and Egypt highlighted.



	Tuesday


	Geography Theme: 
Place

Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 
Content Statement: 7. 

	1. On a white board, student teams will answer “Why is it important to be close to water?”
2. Discuss student thoughts. Lead into discussion about the importance of the Nile River.

3. Add information to the posters from the previous day. 

4. Using a sand box or smaller box of sand, demonstrate using the fishbowl teaching strategy,  the importance of the flooding and how it still did not flood everything. 

5. Use this to discuss  why people lived closer to water, what their shelters looked like, what would/did happened to their shelters when the river flooded, why would people want the river to flood, the types of crops they would grow, etc.
	1. Class discussions
2. Understanding of importance of water to the success of the civilization.
	1. Sand box
2. Water



	Wednesday


	Geography Theme: Movement

Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 
Content Statement: 7. 

	1. Students will write a journal entry titled “Life on the Nile”. The goal would be for the students to recall the importance of the Nile from the perspective of an Egyptian during the time. Ideally, this would be done using Google docs or Google Classroom or easy sharing!
2. The teacher would use an Artifact Box to introduce the final project for the unit. As the teacher, the items would be explained that have been introduced for the lesson. The remaining items would also be left out for display over the next few days. The goal for be for the students to try to make the connection of their learning to why I picked the items. Students will also be starting to gather items that they would want to put into their own artifact box. 

3. Use mystery strategy to discuss how the ancient Egyptians kept track of time to determine when the flood would occur. 

4. Discuss the importance of other technologies that were discovered.
	1. Journal entry for connections to Egyptian life.
2. Connections that students can make to my artifact box. 

3. Small group observations as they understand the creation of the calendar.

4. Class discussion.
	1. Artifact box
2. Mystery strategy clues.

3. Additional examples of other technologies.

	Thursday


	Geography Theme: 
Movement
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 

	*This day may be omitted.
1. Using laptops, students will research how Egyptians influenced mathematics. This can be developed into mini presentations, posters, or other presentation format that focuses on one or two major mathematical idea that was invented. Ideally, this would occur around the teacher of the 3-4-5 right triangle theorem when the 6th grade advanced math class is learning about it. It the 6th grade regular track classes, technologies should be approved by the teacher. The approval would be so the students could make a connection to the Egyptian thinking and that it is not a concept well above what they have learned.
	1. Presentation of research.
2. Exit slip
	

	Friday


	Geography Theme: 
Region

Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 
Content Statement: 7. 

	1. Discussing the physical attributes of Egypt (pyramids, sand, weather, etc.) 
2. Discuss culture of the people. Begin with religion and make the connection to the pyramid of how people were viewed.

3. The students could build ladders or pyramids within their team and use drawings and/or words to help them remembers the different levels of the hierarchy. They can be presented to the class and hung as anchor charts around the room. The teacher could also take pictures and post on their website for review.
	1. Class discussion observations.
2. Understanding and representation of the pyramid that classified the people.
	1. Pyramid
2. Poster paper for hierarchy.



	Monday
	Geography Theme: Human-Environment Interaction
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement: 6. 
Content Statement: 7. 

	1. The lesson is based off of how human and the environment interact. 
2. The students will work in pairs and research the connection between humans and the environments. They will keep track of information digitally. 

3. They will summarize their conclusions into a 2-3 paragraph summary, each writing their own conclusion. They will share it with the teacher and classmates at teacher discretion.


	1. Assessed conclusions of the human-environment interactions. 
2. Meet with students as needed for misconceptions.
	1. Technology access
2. Google accounts

	Tuesday
	Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Early Civilizations
Content Statement: 2. 
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: History
Topic: Places and Regions
Content Statement: 5. 

	1. Summarizing the main ideas about the conclusions that they students made, this will lead into a discussion/discovery of how the Egyptians have influence life today.

2. Additional ideas can be summarized onto the 5 themes of geography posters.

3. Students will pick a different river civilization, based on what they know about Egypt and the other civilization, the students will write a conclusion that will compare and contrast the two civilizations. This can be done in any format the student would like (Venn diagram, essay, web, etc.)
	1. Class discussions.
2. Comparison of the river civilizations
	1. 5 themes posters.

	Wednesday
	All Standards and themes listed above.
	1. Begin Artifact box presentations. Artifact box presentations will be done using the traveling salesman strategy. The students will set up and move in small groups to see what their classmates are trying to “sell them” about Egypt. Students will pass out “sale flyer” with important ideas about Egypt based off of their main theme.

Continue onto next day if needed
	1. Artifact Box assessment of overall understanding of content according to rubric
	1. Stations for salesmen to setup.

2. Copies of “sale flyers”


Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (1998). Understanding by Design. Alexandria, VA: USCD.
Use of differentiated instruction – Give this a TRY!

	Bullet list the accommodations you will provide for individuals and subgroups within your class (accelerated, ELL, special needs, etc.).  This does not mean simply requiring students to do more or less; it means helping them access content and produce satisfactory work in ways best suited to their academic needs. This might include teacher modeling, utilizing graphic organizers, translation websites, differentiated reading materials, tiered activities, choice boards, etc.

· Leveled readers based on content to extend learning.
· Copies of teacher notes
· Mathematical connections that can be extended to higher levels as needed
· PBL- Artifact box that allows students to use what they want to show their learning
· Talk to text for writing
· Additional resources in extending the content as needed for any students wanting to know more
· Pre-selected grouping
· Partner or independent research
· Guided notes
· Small group size (2, 3, or 4 students)
· Technology assistance



Self-analysis:

Using the table below, please describe how the content, strategies, and assessments you have planned meet at least FIVE criteria from our Social Studies Best Practices (BP) in class Activity:
	Multi-content

	This lesson allows student to use not only social studies content, but they can apply their learning to the math classroom. The students are able to make connections to how early mathematics came about and how they are used in the learning they are doing now. Students are also able to apply language arts content standards throughout their work done within the lesson.


	Small group
	Throughout most of the unit, students are working in small groups. Their seating in set up in small group settings. They are continuing to build on their ability to work collaboratively with their peers throughout the lesson.

	Built on prior knowledge

	Throughout the style of the unit, students are making connections to what they have previously learned. They are building upon they knowledge and new understandings to apply to the next day’s lesson and make sense of their learning. They may also be making connections to other river civilizations based off of what they have learned.

	Student choice

	The artifact box allows students to put their own personal touches on their learning and understanding. The students are able present hierarchy content in their own way. They are given open ended presentation opportunities throughout the unit.

	Open ended questions
	They students are provided with open ended question within the unit. They are given the opportunities to write, research and discuss their answers.


Ancient Egypt. (2016). Ushistory.org. Retrieved July 12, 2016, from http://www.ushistory.org/civ/3.asp 

Ancient Egyptian Civil Calendar. (n.d.). Lavia.org. Retrieved July 12, 2016 from http://www.lavia.org/english/archivo/egyptiancalendaren.html 

Egyptian Calendar. (n.d.). Britannica.com. Retrieved July 10, 2016, from https://www.britannica.com/science/Egyptian​calendar 

Mastin, L. (2010). Egyptian Mathematics. Storyofmathematics.com. Retrieved July 12, 2016 from http://www.storyofmathematics.com/egyptian.html 

Pharaoh’s Headdress. (2016). Firstpalette.com. Retrieved July 12, 2016, from http://www.firstpalette.com/tool_box/printables/pharaohheaddress.pdf 

Religion in Ancient Egypt. (n.d.). Ancient​egypt​online.com. Retrieved July 12, 2016, from http://www.ancient​egypt​online.com/ancient​egypt​religion.html 

Where is Egypt?. (2016). Mapsofworld.com. Retreived July 12, 2016, from http://www.mapsofworld.com/egypt/egypt​location​map.html
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