Nike vs. New Balance Mystery

Social Studies Standards

Civic Participation and Skills

8. Different perspectives on a topic can be obtained from a variety of historic and contemporary sources. Sources can be examined for accuracy. 
Economic Decision Making and Skills

12. The choices people make have both present and future consequences. The evaluation of choices is relative and may differ across individuals and societies.
Economics: Financial Literacy

16. When selecting items to buy, individuals can compare the price and quality of available goods and services

Objectives:
Students will make use the mystery strategy to determine which shoe company they will buy from: a foreign made brand (Nike) or a brand made in the United States (New Balance). 

Students will make their choice by looking at clues and facts about each company. Facts will relate to product reviews, location of factory, and other important information they can use to make their decision.

Students will work collaboratively to make an informed decision about which company they would support.

Students will also engage in a debate based on their choices.

Activity:
1. Students will break into groups of 3 or 4.

2. They will then be given slips of paper with the clues/information. They will have access to a computer to research the companies more on their own. 
3. Once they have the clues figured out, they will work to answer the question: “Which is the better buy?”

4. After each group has made their decision, they will have to move to one side of the room based on their choice. Once the smaller groups have formed larger groups, they will then work on a few talking points that can be used in a debate. They will work for 20 minutes to come up with what they feel is the most important information so that they can try to convince the other group that their choice is the better buy. 

5. After the activity is complete, students will then complete a project of their choice based on the pros and cons of supporting local versus foreign companies and the pros and cons of Nike and New Balance shoes. 
Name:____________________

Date:_____________________
Nike versus New Balance: Which is the better buy?

The following contains quotes from each of the company’s websites, prices, special programs, customer reviews and videos. As a group, use the clues to determine which company is the better company. Make sure to write your reasoning. Feel free to compare the two brands. 

	“American Made. That’s our story.”

	AMERICAN-MADE SHOES. WORN AROUND THE WORLD.

We’re proud of the quality of the shoes we make here in the United States, which is why this year we expect to export over 1 million pairs of shoes made in the USA across the globe. New Balance is the only major company to make or assemble more than 4 million pairs of athletic footwear per year in the USA, which represents a limited portion of our US sales. Where the domestic value is at least 70 percent, we label our shoes, “Made in the USA.”
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NB1 990v3      NB1 998
$179.99  $198.99

Customizable Customizable 

	THE NEW BALANCE LOYALTY PROGRAM

MyNB is a mobile and digital loyalty program that allows you to earn NB Points through the MyNB App and on NewBalance.com.

Stay Inspired.  Earn Points.  Get Rewards.

	Click to watch this video

http://s7d5.scene7.com/is/content/NB/video/brand/madeinnorway_nb_01_v_sf.mp4

	5.0 out of 5 starsGreat for problem feet.
By C on August 20, 2012

Size: 11.5 4E USColor: Grey Verified Purchase 

Though I am not a runner, I wanted to try a pair of these for casual walking and recreation because I have arthritis in my feet. I have worn NB shoes for years, usually the lower level models, and have been very pleased with the fit and ruggedness. These take it to the next level. I have wide feet and NB has a great range of widths compared to some other manufacturers. They are very light and well-cushioned. I really look forward to putting them on whenever I can. They are more expensive than what I normally get, but worth it. And - they are made in the USA! 

	1.0 out of 5 starsWorst shoe I ever owned.
By B on April 5, 2015

Absolutely the worst pair of New Balance I have owned. I have been wearing this same model for over 10 years and this new design is the worst I have owned. Usually I get two to three years out of a pair, these have only lasted 6 months,two of which I could see the deterioration happening daily. Whatever material is used inside the sole crumbles and then the sides of the heal and arch fail. Literally, there is a hollow space inside the heal and I can feel the sole collapsing as I walk. New Balance will not take them back if they are not in resellable condition.I read reviews about this but I still bought them, I had good luck with them in the past. For 150.00 I can buy any shoe and I will never buy New Balance again. It is hard for me to change but these are so bad I will find another brand. Shame on them for cheating loyal customers like this. 

	“Unlimited Future: Champions aren’t born. They’re made.”

	http://www.businessinsider.com/how-nike-solved-its-sweatshop-problem-2013-5
“It wasn't that long ago that Nike was being shamed in public for its labor practices to the point where it badly tarnished the company's image and hurt sales. The recent factory collapse in Bangladesh was a reminder that even though Nike managed to turn around its image, large parts of the industry still haven't changed much at all.  Nike was an early target for the very reason it's been so successful. Its business model was based on outsourcing its manufacturing, using the money it saved on aggressive marketing campaigns. Nike has managed to turn its image around. Nike hasn't been completely successful in bringing factories into line, but there's no denying that the company has executed one of the greatest image turnarounds in recent decades…Nike wasn't the only or worst company to use sweatshops. But it was the one everybody knew. Transparency doesn't change ongoing reports of abuses, still-low wages, or tragedies like the one in Bangladesh. But by becoming a leader instead of denying every allegation, Nike has mostly managed to put the most difficult chapter in it's history behind it and other companies who outsource could stand to learn a few things from Nike's turnaround. “
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2 Colors

NikeCourt Air Vapor Ace

Men's Tennis Shoe

$70 $39.97
Customizable

Kobe XI Elite iD

Basketball Shoe

$245
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See more styles here: http://www.nike.com/us/en_us/

	NIKE+ TRAINING CLUB

Join the Nike+ Training Club and unlock your potential. Join a global community and receive expert guidance from trainers as every session.

INK BAR

Personalize sneakers with over 150 ever-changing graphics, personal artwork, or swap out sneaker elements like grommets, shoe laces, and more.
Click here to see other unique features:
http://www.nike.com/US/en_US/retail/en/search?store_services=Nike%2B+1%3A1

	Click to watch this video

http://www.nike.com/us/en_us/c/justdoit

	https://www.consumeraffairs.com/sporting_goods/nike.html
5.0 our of 5 stars

By Elisa Vanessa of Quezon City, Other on June 9, 2016
I've always been a fan of Nike. I love my frees, air max and roshes because my feet are most comfortable when I wear them. Recently, we've been to Japan and was able to chance upon these Nike Huaraches at a very affordable price. My husband and I decided to buy them and it was the best decision we've made that time! They were the most comfortable shoes we've ever worn. We used them right away and definitely wore them the whole time we were in Japan. There was a lot of walking when we were in Japan so the Huaraches made it absolutely easier for our feet to endure those long walks. This pair of shoes is a must-have especially if you love to travel or walk a lot. 

	https://www.consumeraffairs.com/sporting_goods/nike.html
1.0 out of 5 stars

By Joan on April 14, 2016
I got a new pair of tennis shoe for my child. To my surprise, the side of the shoe tore within one month. It cost us $66. My child had many Adidas shoes before, which cost less than $40, usually lasted 9-12 months. I contacted Nike, and was told to mail in the broken shoe, they will investigate if it was a quality issue. After reading so many similar Nike shoe quality reviews here, I feel it's not worth to waste my time and money to make a trip to mail the broken Nike tennis shoe to them - I really don't have the time. All I can do is to absorb my loss, take the lesson to never buy Nike shoe again, and post a review here to raise Nike quality alert among consumers. I probably will go back to Adidas or other names - any name is better than Nike, I never had this kind of experience before.


