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Welcome: 6th Grade Roles and Systems of Governments 

Description: This web quest is designed to explore the Ohio State Social Studies Standard 10 that says: the purpose government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and promote the common good. Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers. 

Grade Level: 6-8 

Curriculum: Social Studies 

Keywords: democracy, dictatorship, monarchy, theocracy, anarchy, limited powers, liberties, responsibilities 

Introduction: In this web quest you will become a world explorer! You will take a virtual vacation and travel around the world investigating the different forms of governments to answer the question: Who has the power? Is this a form of government that protects the rights of citizens and promotes the common good? Is this a type of government where one person has control and its citizens have very limited rights, if any at all? Or is this a type of government that falls somewhere in the middle?
This web quest will take you around the world through interactive maps, videos, informational websites, and PowerPoint presentations. Throughout your journey you will find information to help you answer questions to start you on the path to become a World Ambassador for our class.
After this web quest you will be able to describe the following types of governments: Democracy, Republic, Monarchy, Aristocracy, Dictatorship, Democratic Republic, Theocracy, Totalitarian and Anarchy. You will also be able to give an example of a country or situation for each of these to answer the BIG question: How does governmental authority affect citizens' rights?
Task: This web quest will consist of 5 tasks:
     Task 1- You will learn the definitions for a set of vocabulary words by going to informational websites.
     Task 2- You will watch a video about the types of governments and fill out a chart with information about each type.
     Task 3- You will use an interactive map for a scavenger hunt to find 2 countries that have each of the different types of governments listed.
     Task 4- You will get into your table groups and watch a slide show presentation. Afterwards your group will choose a type of government then create and perform a situational skit that enacts the basic ideas of that type of government in a school setting type of situation. 
     Task 5-You will write an essay describing each of these types of government (democracy, dictatorship, monarchy, and theocracy) and comparing their limits of authority, and citizen's rights.  
These tasks will focus on Ohio's 6th Grade Social Studies Learning Standards for Government.
Topic: Roles and Systems of Government
The purpose of government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and promote the common good. Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers. 
Content Statement 10: Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function. The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental authority. 
Process:

Let’s Begin!
Task 1- Use the following resources to find definitions/descriptions for the vocabulary listed on the Student Task Sheet.

http://depts.alverno.edu/dgp/GEC/Types%20of%20Government.html
http://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government/democracy.php
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/di/Dictatorship
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/mo/Monarchy
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/th/Theocracy
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/de/Democracy
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/government
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-with-theocratic-governments-today.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Theocracy.aspx
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/theocracy
Task 2-Watch the following video and answer the questions about it listed on the Student Task Sheet.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdh9xo47OWM
Inquire Further: If you would like to learn more about governments and see what happened to the people on the island, you can watch this second video link.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SL6eGwP0JTg  (Inquire further, what happened next?)

Task 3-Use the link to the interactive map to find examples of countries that have the following types of governments listed on the Student Task Sheet.

1. Keep in mind that actual systems of government are not always easily categorized and can be misrepresented. Though we use the labels of monarchy, theocracy, dictatorship or democracy, government characteristics often overlap and are inconsistent. (ONLS G6 C.S SS 10)
2. For example, some governments labeled as democracies might have some of the characteristics of dictatorships, as is the case with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea), which in reality is a communist state led by a dictator. (ONLS G6 C.S SS 10)
3. Some countries may use a combination of two governmental systems. For instance, the United Kingdom has a royal family, which suggests a monarchy, but as a constitutional monarchy is in practice much closer to a democracy. (ONLS G6 C.S SS 10)
http://www.mapsofworld.com/thematic-maps/types-of-governments.html
Task 4- Go through the interactive slide show at http://mocomi.com/types-of-government/   Then get into your table groups and choose a type of government. Next your group will work together to create and perform a situational skit that enacts the basic ideas of that type of government in a school setting type of situation like the examples from the slideshow. This will be graded as a separate group assignment.
Task 5- Write an essay describing each of these types of government (democracy, dictatorship, monarchy, and theocracy) and comparing their limits of authority, and citizen's rights. You could use the website resources from Task 1 to help you.
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