Best Practice with Definition:

Cross-Curricular: Social studies learning is more meaningful and applicable to real life if it integrates multiple strands of social studies and other subject areas. 

What the Teacher is Doing

· Integrating activities like authentic writing, reading trade books, mathematical analysis of tables and graphs, discussing social/political implications of science discoveries and technology, etc. 

· Discussing curriculum with other teachers and planning interdisciplinary units and lessons

· Planning lessons that focus on more than one of the four core areas of social studies (history, geography, government and economics) 
What the Students are Doing
· Increasing technology skills by using technology to conduct research, create presentations, type letters to community members, etc. 

· Developing skills in other subjects by applying them in authentic ways in a social studies context (For example, language arts learning about persuasive writing can be used to critique articles in social studies and to prepare for a social studies debate.)

· Learning how social studies concepts appear in other disciplines (For example, funding for scientific research relates to economics; government policy can affect the environment, etc.)

How I Decided on this Best Practice
The readings from the NCSS emphasized that social studies learning should be integrative. This concept was also brought up in EDTL 5500 and EDTL 6420 (one of the science endorsement courses). Integrating subject areas can make learning more meaningful in each subject, and can help students to have deeper learning experiences that they remember for longer. Integrating disciplines of social studies, such as history and government, can also help students to see the importance of these different areas and make more connections to their lives today. 

Best Practice with Definition
Involving Critical Reading: Teachers should provide students with a variety of reading materials beyond the textbook. Students should be taught and encouraged to critically analyze these sources. 

What the Teacher is Doing

· Finding age-appropriate texts that offer differing opinions and perspectives on historical events and contemporary issues

· Providing instruction about how to analyze a text and look for details about who wrote it, possible bias, details that agree/disagree with other sources, etc. 

· Modeling analysis of text and giving students practice in whole class, small group and individual settings

What the Students are Doing
· Applying prior knowledge, their values and beliefs, and information gained from other sources to analyze texts they read

· Understanding the “human” aspect of social studies by reading firsthand accounts and imagining themselves in someone else’s situation

· Responding to texts through discussion, writing, presentations, etc. to explain their thinking

How I Decided on this Best Practice
The reading we completed from Chapter 6 stated that “Social studies reading should include engaging real-world documents and not just textbooks” (page 180). This reading explained that textbooks often provide only one side of an issue, and they focus on facts rather than more complex ideas. The reading from chapter 2 also stresses the importance of in-depth understanding, which can come through analyzing multiple sources. Again, EDTL 5500 helped, as we learned about sourcing, and using primary sources in history instruction. 
