Most Important Part

Christians believe that God created the Heavens and the Earth. In the Old Testament the Jewish people made sacrifices and burnt offerings to God to atone for their sins. God also spoke through prophets about the Messiah who was to come. Jesus of Nazareth is this Messiah, the Son of God. He spent about 3 years ministering on Earth, performing miracles and teaching people how to truly live for God. Some of the Jewish Pharisees did not like His teachings, and they had Him arrested with the help of Judas Iscariot. Jesus was crucified on a cross and buried, but three days later He rose from the dead and appeared to quite a few people. Christians celebrate the day Jesus rose again on Easter. He then ascended into Heaven after 40 days. 

Because Jesus lived a perfect life and never sinned He was able to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. The Bible teaches that “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9 ESV). Jesus rose to life again and ascended into Heaven. Believers in Jesus also receive new life and can live forever with God because God forgives our sins through His grace and Jesus’ sacrifice. Christians also receive the Holy Spirit “who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:14 ESV). The Holy Spirit also helps Christians to understand God’s Word (the Bible); enables Christians to produce good fruit “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV); and gives us spiritual gifts to use for the glory of God. 

Stephanie Wike

World Religions Scavenger Hunt

Station 1

Explore/Research/Reflect
Grade 6 ONLS Standards about Religion

History: Early Civilizations

2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics. The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today.
Geography: Human Systems

8. Modern cultural practices and products show the influence of tradition and diffusion, including the impact of major world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism).

Resources
Christianity

Motyer, S. & Delf, B. (2001). Bible Atlas. New York, NY: Dorling Kindersley.

This book incorporates history and geography with Biblical events. For example when talking about the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt the book shows a picture of the mountain believed to be Mount Sinai where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. This section also shows a picture from a tomb of slaves making bricks. Throughout the book there are maps with important places marked. It covers events of the Old and New Testaments. 

Understand Christianity.com. (2015). UnderstandChristianity.com. Retrieved 18 July 
2016, from http://www.understandchristianity.com/

This website gives an explanation of Christian truths; definition of Christian terms, or “lingo”; and short bios of Biblical historical figures. There are also chronologies for things like the prophets and maps of things like Paul’s missionary journeys. This could help when incorporating history and geography into studies of religion. 
Hastings, S., Thomas, E., & Burch, A. (1994). The Children's illustrated Bible. London: 
Dorling Kindersley.

If students are interested in reading more about what Christians believe they could explore this book that gives an account of many events from the Bible. It also has pictures and educational notes on the sides of the pages. For instance there is a picture of Roman denarii, and the note explains that a talent is not a type of money, but rather a unit of weight that was about 66 pounds. Thus in the Parable of the Talents the man gives his servants several years’ wages, and some choose to invest it wisely, while one simply buries it. 
Buddhism
Wangu, M. (2002). Buddhism: World Religions: Revised Edition. New York: Facts On 
File.

This book gives information on the life of the Buddha, how Buddhism spread and the varieties of the religion. It also has chapters on Buddhist art, literature and year. It also talks about the religion today, and give a glossary of terms. 

White, B. (1993). Buddha.net Basic Buddhism Guide: 5 Minute Introduction. 
Buddhanet.net. Retrieved 18 July 2016, from http://www.buddhanet.net/e-
learning/5minbud.htm

This website gives a brief introduction to Buddhism and answers some questions that are probably some of the most often asked. Examples are: “What is Buddhism?” “Who is the Buddha?” and “Why are so Many Buddhist Countries Poor?” Because of the short answers this website would be easily accessible to students who are researching basic information about Buddhism. 

Bouchard, D. & Huang, Z. (2001). Buddha in the garden. Vancouver: Raincoast Books.

This is a picture book about a boy who tends the garden in a Buddhist temple. A monk tells him that Buddha is in the garden, but he finds animals to care for, three times. He learns a lesson by caring for the animals. This could be used as an engagement read-aloud at the beginning of a lesson on Buddhism. 
Hinduism
Penney, S. (1997). Hinduism: Discovering Religions. Austin, Tex.: Raintree Steck-

Vaughn.

The books in this series begin with a map of where the religions began and a simple timeline of when some of the major religions were first practiced. This book is then divided into sections. First it introduces Hinduism. Then It talks about worship and has categories like gods and goddesses of the religion, holy books, worship, pilgrimage, yoga and Hindu belief and life. Other sections are Festivals, History and People, so this book covers many aspects of Hinduism. 
Hinduism Today Magazine,. (2014, June 27). The History of Hindu India, Part One: 
From Ancient Times. YouTube. Retrieved 18 July 2016, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBZRTzXARWM

This video “is intended to provide an authentic presentation of the history of India and Hinduism for use in California 6th grade social study classes.” It starts by talking about the Indus River Civilization and thus could be used during the unit covering this people group. There is also a second part to the video. 
Basics of Hinduism: Nine Beliefs of Hinduism. Kauai's Hindu Monastery. Retrieved 18 
July 2016, from https://www.himalayanacademy.com/readlearn/basics/nine-
beliefs

This website gives nine Hindu beliefs as an introduction. It also has other sections for further study, and a section with a lesson plan that teachers can download. There are also teaching videos and a section of art and paintings. 
Islam

Blount, K. (2002). Eyewitness Books: Islam. New York, NY: Dorling Kindersley.

This book gives a short introduction for each section and then has many photos with descriptions to go along with the topic. This would be helpful for visual learners. The book looks at Islam in many different regions, which would connect well to geography themes. It also talks about what Muslim people believe and things like jewelry and armor. There are also books in the series on other religions. 

Abu-Harb, I. A. (1996). A Brief Illustrated Guide to Understanding Islam. Islam-
guide.com. Retrieved 18 July 2016, from http://www.islam-guide.com/

This is a guide meant for non-Muslims to understand the Islam faith. The pictures in the guide could help engage visual learners. It has information on the Quran, Muhammad, and the growth of the Islam religion. 
Marsden, C. (2012). The White Zone. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books.

This book is about two boys in Baghdad. One is a half Sunni Muslim, and the other is a Shiite Muslim. It talks about problems between the two groups and the difficulties of living in a country where a war is taking place. According to http://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-7613-7383-4 there are also notes about geography and history, and the level for this book is ages 9-14.  
Judaism

Lowry, L. (1989). Number the stars. New York, NY: Bantam Doubleday Dell Books for 
Young Readers.

This book is about a girl living in Denmark during the Holocaust. Her family helps a Jewish family who are their good friends and neighbors to escape to Sweden. Students could read this book in language arts to understand one historical aspect of the Jewish religion. 
Judaism: Inside the Torah - National Geographic. (2011, November 2). YouTube. 
Retrieved 18 July 2016, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAJ6dBXbIvs 

This video is made by National Geographic and thus presents an academic approach, rather than a devotional approach. It looks for evidence about the existence of David and Solomon. Teachers could show all or part of this video to help students understand history and the Jewish religion. David and Solomon are also important in the Christian Bible. 

Raleigh Baskin, N. (2008). The truth about my bat mitzvah. New York: Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers.

This book is about a girl whose dad is Christian, and her mom is Jewish. She thinks about her faith and identity as she approaches age 13 and after her Jewish grandma dies. This story could help students to understand how religion can impact young people in America today. 

Application

Christianity

Christians believe that God created the Heavens and the Earth. In the Old Testament the Jewish people made sacrifices and burnt offerings to God to atone for their sins. God also spoke through prophets about the Messiah who was to come. Jesus of Nazareth is this Messiah, the Son of God. He spent about 3 years ministering on Earth, performing miracles and teaching people how to truly live for God. Some of the Jewish Pharisees did not like His teachings, and they had Him arrested with the help of Judas Iscariot. Jesus was crucified on a cross and buried, but three days later He rose from the dead and appeared to quite a few people. Christians celebrate the day Jesus rose again on Easter. He then ascended into Heaven after 40 days. 
Because Jesus lived a perfect life and never sinned He was able to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. The Bible teaches that “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9 ESV). Jesus rose to life again and ascended into Heaven. Believers in Jesus also receive new life and can live forever with God because God forgives our sins through His grace and Jesus’ sacrifice. Christians also receive the Holy Spirit “who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:14 ESV). The Holy Spirit also helps Christians to understand God’s Word (the Bible); enables Christians to produce good fruit “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV); and gives us spiritual gifts to use for the glory of God. 
Buddhism

Siddhartha Guatama became the Buddha, or “the enlightened” one when he came up with his solution to the world’s problems. He is not a god, but many follow his teachings today. He taught that people should not behave in extreme ways and should do good deeds. There are stages to reach Nirvana, or the “blowing out” of negative things. Some of these stages involve meditation. Dharma is the name for Buddhist law (Wangu, 2002 p. 8-10). 
Hinduism

The Vedas are Hindus’ holy books. Hindus believe that the “great power” in the world is called Brahman and that it is in everything. There are multiple gods that Hindus believe in, including Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma. Hindus sit in a yoga pose and chant the sound “oum” to attempt to obtain energy from the cosmos. Hindu people also believe that once someone dies they are reincarnated into another life. They want to get out of this pattern that they believe they are in, and become part of the Brahman (Penney, 1997 p. 6-7). 
Islam

Muslims believe that Muhammad was a prophet who received the words of the Qur’an from the archangel Gabriel starting in 610 A.D. There are five pillars of Islam. These are belief in one God, prayer, fasting, almsgiving and a pilgrimage to Mecca, where Muhammad was from. Mosques are where Muslim people pray. They can also be used for discussion, education and charity work (Blount 2002). 
Judaism

Jewish people generally hold basic beliefs such as that there is one God, who is eternal; the words of the prophets are true, and Moses was an important prophet; and that God knows men’s thoughts and actions and will reward the righteous and punish the wicked. God also gave 613 laws to the Jewish people; thus following these laws is important in Judaism. Different branches of Judaism vary in how strictly they adhere to these laws. The different movements are Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform/Reconstructionist. Judaism also emphasizes the relationship between God and the Jewish people, the people to the land of Israel, and the relationships among people (Rich, 1995). 
Rich, T. (1995). Judaism 101: What Do Jews Believe?. Jewfaq.org. Retrieved 19 July 
2016, from http://www.jewfaq.org/beliefs.htm
Station 2
Explore/Research/Reflect
Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. 

The AAR suggests encouraging students not to use generalizations. Instead of saying that all people who believe in a certain religion behave the same way, students could explore how religious belief has influenced people’s actions in history, or discuss how some members of a certain faith behave a certain way. 

The AAR also states that teachers should establish a climate of respect in the classroom. This is important in any content area. During study about religion “[n]ot everyone in the class is expected to agree. But students should understand that the goal is developing awareness and understanding…” (AAR, 2010 p. 12). If there is already a positive atmosphere in the classroom students will feel more comfortable to share their beliefs, experiences, ideas and questions. 

Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. 

The AAR explains that the resources teachers use are important. Again this is true in any subject. As in any strand of social studies teachers should supplement the textbook with sources that are accurate. Students can learn more by reading and viewing sources with multiple perspectives on the same religion, and they can discuss the similarities and differences they see. 
In our class we have talked about integrating social studies with other subjects and integrating different strands of social studies. The AAR Guidelines talk about how religion is integrated in culture, and in order to understand a culture fully we need to look at the people’s religious beliefs. Thus the academic study of religion can be incorporated into history and geography lessons, and connections to language arts can also be made. 

Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.

The AAR Guidelines state that “[t]he school may expose students to a diversity of religious views, but may not impose any particular view” (AAR, 2010 p. 8). Of course if one tries to force a particular belief on another person this is often ineffective. Also the Constitution allows for the freedom of religion, so the aim of public schools is to help students to be informed but not to force them to believe something. 

The reading also stressed using an academic approach to studying religion, rather than a devotional approach where students are practicing the religions. Students and teachers can discuss what different people believe in a neutral way by taking the academic approach. 

Application

Develop skills in leading students in discussion regarding their religious beliefs and practices, as well as the beliefs and practices of others. 
While studying other areas of social studies students should be aware of differences within cultures. Students should understand that making generalizations often stereotypes a group rather than accurately representing the people in that group. Hopefully students are already developing an understanding of how to speak about other groups in a respectful way. One way to emphasize this could be to discuss some stereotypes that would be easier for students to identify as false. For instance, “All boys like sports, all girls like make-up, all Americans are rich,” etc. We could even demonstrate the unfairness of stereotyping by looking at a very small sample size. For instance I could call 3 students with blue shirts to the front of the classroom. From this I could say, “All 6th graders wear blue shirts.” The class could discuss how this only represents a small amount of the 6th graders and is not a complete understanding of the class. We could then carry this over into a discussion about religion. Would it be fair to say something like, “All Christians are judgmental” or “All Muslims are terrorists”? Students could realize that even if a few people in a group act in a particular way, we cannot generalize that to the whole group. 

Be aware of examples of best practices in teaching about religion. 
One novel that could be used to supplement a unit on religion is Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson. This book is written from the perspective of Lonnie, an 11-year-old boy who lost his parents in a fire and is living in a foster home, separated from his little sister. He explores ideas about God and reads the Bible his sister gives him. This book can be used to help achieve language arts skills and standards and could be used as part of an interdisciplinary unit with social studies. It would be one way to incorporate other reading besides the social studies textbook. 
Develop the ability to present multiple religious perspectives in a fair or neutral way.
A lesson on government could be integrated in the unit on religion by having the class study the First Amendment. Students could discuss why freedom of religion is important and research other countries where there is an official religion. They could compare how having an official religion impacts culture and how freedom of religion impacts American culture. We could discuss how people in our class are free to believe in different religions and discuss why telling someone what to believe is often not effective. 

Station 3

Explore/Research/Reflect

Which approach do you think you will follow? Why?

The AAR Guidelines suggest the cultural studies approach as the best way to study religion. It goes more in-depth and shows how religion is connected to culture, society and history. Using this approach would give students the most in-depth learning. However the reading also explained that the historical and literary approaches do not have flaws if they are used well. I believe the method to use depends on the context. If I was teaching a language arts class where a story had religious references I might not take time to do an in-depth study of how this religion has historically shaped that culture. I might simply have students explore how religion is represented in that particular work of literature, or how it relates to some other stories. However in a social studies context, such as studying an ancient river civilization, the cultural studies approach might be more appropriate. 

What do you understand from the competencies in Station 3?

Most likely any classroom will have students with different religious beliefs, especially in a public school. Students also come into school with different races, ethnicities, cultures, values, etc. Thus it is important in general to establish a classroom climate that is respectful. Students should listen politely to each other, ask questions using kind language, and be respectful to their classmates even if they disagree with something they do or say. Teachers should model this. A special discussion should take place before students study religion to remind them of these expectations, and again teachers should model respect. This will help students to feel more comfortable sharing their thoughts and questions, which can lead to more interesting, more productive classroom discussion. If disagreements do arise the teacher should be the moderator and get the focus back on the academic content being studied. Finally, constitutionally, teachers in public schools are not supposed to advocate for any particular religion. Study of religion in public schools is designed to be academic, to help students understand social studies and language arts concepts, not to have students practice religion during the lesson. 
Application

When teaching about ancient Egypt I would likely employ a cultural studies approach to studying religion. We might read about some of the ancient Egyptian gods and the roles the Egyptians believed they had. We could learn about the influences pharaohs had on religion throughout Egypt’s history. We would talk about how religion affected the Egyptians’ lives in many ways. People were employed preparing mummies and canopic jars. People wanted to have a light heart to enter the afterlife, and this could have affected the way they acted. Students could compare some of these ideas to other religions from other cultures they have studied, or to their own beliefs. 

As I mentioned above I think it is important to establish a positive classroom environment from the start of the school year. I would want to have a discussion with the students at the beginning of the year about why it is important to respect others and what respect looks like to them/how they want to be treated. We could create guidelines together for future discussions. If arguments arose when studying religion I could simply reference these guidelines that should already be a consistent expectation in my classroom. Having this would also hopefully prevent some disagreements from starting. 

Station 4

Explore/Research/Reflect

What impact did these guidelines have on your professional development, pedagogy and thinking about teaching social studies?
These guidelines helped me to understand more about different approaches to teaching about religion. I did not realize there were four different approaches, so this was interesting to read about. There are many things to think about with teaching religion, such as being knowledgeable enough to teach the content well. Selecting accurate and varied materials to study was also mentioned in the reading. In order to get a complete picture, students need to see multiple perspectives. It all seems pretty overwhelming, especially since religion is such an important topic. The guidelines did point out that there are ways to get professional development, though. I agree with some of the things the guidelines said, such as how religion affects culture, and we need to study it in order to understand the cultures we are covering in social studies. Studying religion can help students to think critically and understand more about diversity in the world. 

Application
I believe it is important to have a culture of respect in any classroom, and this is also true when teaching about religion. By establishing expectations for how to have productive discussions early in the school year students would hopefully be somewhat prepared for studying and talking about religion. I believe studies of religion would be incorporated into some other social studies units in 6th grade, such as when studying ancient river civilizations. This would be one of the aspects of culture and history students would research and make presentations about. However it might also be beneficial to have a unit devoted to the five major religions mentioned in the standards. I might implement a version of the suggestion from the AAR of having students pre-write about their own religious views before discussing them. This could help students to think about their beliefs and questions and also give me an idea of where students are at, if they feel comfortable sharing what they wrote. We could then use a variety of books and media to understand each religion and its impact on the modern world. I would preview resources ahead of time to make sure they are from credible sources and that the language is at an appropriate level for 6th graders. The standard focuses on religions’ impact on “modern cultural practices and products,” so an essential question might be something like, “How can religion affect how people act and what they produce?” 
