SUTURE PATTERNS
· 4 categories of suture patterns can be: 1. Simple or Mattress 2. Interrupted or continuous 3. Appositional, inverting or everting and 4. Tension relieving

Continuous Patterns - Fast. Less foreign material in wound. Potentially better air or water tight seal. Failure of knot may lead to disruption of entire suture line. Less precise control of wound approximation and tension.
2 Continuous patterns used in Large Animal Surgery are:

· Simple Continuous Pattern - Appositional suture pattern. Gives equal seal of hollow organs. Tension not uniform. Most common in buried layers e.g. sub-q, intradermal. Fast but snags easily. Poor choice for skin.
· Ford Interlocking Pattern - It's a continuous appositional suture pattern. It is very useful when doing c-sections. It keeps uniform tension and gives an equal seal. Mostly used on bovine/small ruminant skin.
Interrupted Patterns - Allow for adjustion of tension throughout the line. Failure of one knot is often inconsequential. Takes more time. Uses more suture. More foreign material in wound.
 3 Interrupted patterns used in Large Animal Surgery are:

· Simple Interrupted Pattern - Gives an equal seal of hollow organs. Used on e.g. skin and intestines. Not suitable for tissue under tension. Appositional suture pattern.
· Horizontal Mattress Pattern - Promotes wound edge eversion and less prominent scarring and spreads tension along the edge of the wound. Perfect for holding together fragile skin and skin under high tension e.g. the distant edges of a large laceration. Tension relieving pattern.
· Vertical Mattress - Appositional to Everting. This pattern gives close approximation of the skin's edges. It provides closure for both deep and superficial layers, and allows for perfect eversion and vertical opposition of the superficial skin edges. Tension relieving pattern.
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