Complications

There are a few but critical common complications with this procedure. While they may not pose any significant threat to the well-being of the horse, it is still important to be observed to ensure full success post-op.
A primary complaint is the scarring that takes places after the surgery. While not potentially damage, it can be a consideration for the horse’s physical presentation if it is to be sold, since buyers are most interested in horses with as much soundness, good performance and good physical features as possible. However, there is an ultrasound-guided method that requires less trauma to the skin and decreases the degree of scarring taking place after the surgery.
Thickening of the check ligament can also take place after the operation. However, this isn’t a significant complication since it usually shouldn’t impair the function of the associated tendon, the healing process or the horse’s performance later on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another notable sequela post-op is the shift of load that is assumed by the superficial digital flexor tendon, and then to the deep digital flexor tendon at the end of the stance phase once the inferior check ligament is cut. However, this also doesn’t cause any difficulty once after the surgery, the instruction to limit high-load activities e.g. jumping is adhered to.

