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River Civilization: Egypt
Step One: Identify Desired Results (Essential Question(s) National/State/Common Core Standards) 

Unit Summary and Rationale:


	Give a brief overview of the unit content, concepts, and core activities. Provide a rationale for why this unit is important for students.

My students will cover the content of the Ancient Egyptian civilization within a nine day period.  Within these nine days, they will cover all of the major concepts of this civilization.  These concepts are the religion, agriculture, technology, government, climate, geography of the region, and the impact that this civilization made.  The students will be able to explain the importance of the Nile River of all aspects of the Egyptian life.  They will also be able to analyze the government and social structure of this society.  
The assessments that will be used will show the students’ understanding of the Ancient Egyptian civilization.  The assessments used in the unit will include research, a multimedia presentation, peer review, constructing and labeling a map, and a tomb construction.  
Rationale:

This unit is essential because it will allow students to determine and explain how geography can affect a region, either positively or negatively.  This unit will allow the students to make predictions about this civilization based on their beliefs, social structure, and the geography of the region.  This unit also shows the impact that this civilization had on future civilizations and how those ideas are still used. 



Essential Question(s):

	List the essential questions that underlie this unit. You may have more than one question. Make sure they are linked to the rationale stated above.

· How did the technology developed by the Egyptians affect their way of life? How is it still used today?
· How did the geography of the region affect how the Egyptians lived?



National Standard(s) or Choose any of your Current National StandardsOptional
	Use NCSS Standards. Please write out Thematic Strand and Performance Expectations, and indicate page number(s). Use more than one Strand.

Thematic Strand:  People, Place and Environments
Performance Expectation:  Students need to understand where a civilization is and more importantly, why it is located there. They will examine the relationship between the geography of the region and the civilization that developed there. 
Thematic Strand:  Science, Technology, and Society
Performance Expectation:  Science and technology are intertwined.  The students need to learn how the technology of a civilization affects the society.  They will also need to learn how that technology and science continues to grow and expand in future civilizations. 



State Standard(s)/Common Core:

	Use the ONLS for Social Studies. 

List at least two different content strands with at least one content statement supporting each. List the skills topic from either strand, listing the content statement that supports it (there is only one for each strand).

Include at least 1 Common Core Literacies Standard

Theme:  Grade 6: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand:  History
Topic:  Early Civilizations
Content Statement:  2. Early civilizations (India, Egypt, China and Mesopotamia) with unique governments, economic systems, social structures, religions, technologies and agricultural practices and products flourished as a result of favorable geographic characteristics.  The cultural practices and products of these early civilizations can be used to help understand the Eastern Hemisphere today. 
-
Theme:  Grade 6: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand:  Geography
Topic:  Places and Regions
Content Statement :  5. Regions can be determined, classified and compared using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural or economic).
-
Theme:  Grade 6: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand:  Geography
Topic:  Human Systems
Content Statement:  6. Variations among physical environments within the Eastern Hemisphere influence human activities.  Human activities also alter the physical environment. 
-
Theme:  6-8 Grade Literacy (Common Core)
Strand: History/Social Studies 
Topic:  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Content Statement: 6-8.7
Content Statement:  Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.



Unit goal(s)
	Unit Goal(s)
	Clearly state the major goal(s) of this unit

· Learn the geographical, historical, and technological history of the Egyptian civilization.

· Create unique designs and artwork to represent the religious aspect of the culture.

· Conduct research with a group, create a multimedia presentation, and present to the class.

· Provide peer feedback/questions.

· Create and label a map of the region to gain understanding about the geography.



Description of Teaching Methodology
	Teaching Methodology
	Discuss the various teaching methods you will be using and why you have chosen these methods.  
·  Whole group discussions:  These will be originally led by the teacher with open-ended questions, but then the class will take the lead.  Students often learn more from the ideas of their peers than from a teacher in the front of the room.

·  Projects:  Projects often appeal to students because it allows them use their creativity.  Through these projects the students will conduct research and then create their artwork.  They will be learning about the civilization as they research, and then demonstrating their understanding.

· Research/Group presentation:  This will allow the students to focus on one aspect that we have covered with Egypt. Through their presentation, the rest of the class will get a stronger grasp of the subject.

· Peer Review:  This will be used on the group presentations.  Each student will come up with a suggestion and question for the group that was presenting.  This will require the group to possibly do further research or to show their strong understanding of the topic. 

· 


	Context for

Teaching
	Discuss the circumstances in which you will teach.  Type of school, class size, room arrangement, schedule, available resources including technology, hard copy etc. 

It will be at a rural school.  Each class is approximately 20-25 students.  The room is arranged with 6 tables using flexible seating. The class period is approximately 45-60 minutes long.  It is two periods blended together, so it’s just based on how much time is needed that day.  The students each have a Chromebook to use and there is a SmartBoard in the class.  They also each have Google accounts to save their work. 


Step Two: Determine Acceptable Evidence

How will you know if students have answered the essential questions, reached the desired results and met the standards? What will you accept as evidence of student understanding and proficiency? List pre-, formative, and summative assessments here. Be sure to include a range of appropriate activities along the continuum, including informal checks for understanding, observation/dialogue, quizzes/tests, academic prompts, and performance tasks/projects.
	Pre-
	Formative
	Summative

	Class Discussions
Informal Questionnaire

	Class Discussions
Tomb Construction


	Research project
Map/Labeling


	Using the chart above, explain why you chose these assessments to meet your unit standards and essential question(s). Describe the assessments themselves and what content or concepts they will measure. Discuss ways in which you might use formative assessments to inform your instruction. This description should be in narrative form. 

For my preassessments, I chose to do a class discussion and a short questionnaire.  This would give me a brief understanding of what each student actually knows about Egypt  
The questionnaire will have questions that will require them to use online resources to discover important events and objects about Egypt.  This will show me if they are able to conduct research at a smaller level and if they can determine what is relevant to the topic.  
Students will construct a tomb as part of the formative assessment.  After we have covered the religion of Egypt, they will use the information we have talked about to design a tomb for a pharaoh. They will also complete a rough blueprint of the pyramid that they would create.  They will need to explain why they have included certain objects and what the significance of those objects are. They will answer questions about the religious and technological aspects of their tomb. 

Students will conduct research on one aspect of Egyptian life with a group.  They will present this to the class to show their mastery of the topic.  They will show their understanding by answering questions from the class or conducting additional research to find those answers.  The students will be conducting peer feedback during the presentation.  Each presenting group will be given one question and one suggestion from each group.  The groups will then be given one additional day to locate answers and add that information to their presentation.  They will then present again with their additional information. 
The students will be given a blank map.  They will show their knowledge of the geography of the region by labeling and drawing out the cities.  They will be able to explain why those cities are located in those spots.  They will also use materials to describe/show the desert and Nile River.  These materials will make the map 3-D.  Using this map, they will be able to explain how the geography affected this civilization. 
In order to be sure that the formative assessments are informing instruction, I will need to be monitoring all groups and discussions closely.  If there are problems or issues that need to be addressed, that will be an immediate discussion with the class.  Also, by monitoring the students I will be able to redirect them.  I don’t want students to lose track of what their main goal so I need to be present for them. 



Step Three: Matrix (Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction)

Plan for at least five consecutive days. Be sure to include more than one strategy and assessment each day. Add more days as needed.  You do not have to sue this Table –feel free to use any format you want for each lesson (as shown in the Cmap examples)
	
	Topic/Content/

Geography Themes
	Strategies/Activities
Provide some sense of how your lesson will look ere –from start to finish –just enough detail to make sense to others 
	Assessment
	Materials (teacher created & Instructional)

	Monday


	Topic:  
Early Civilizations

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #2
Themes:  
Region

	The teacher will show a short presentation of images of Egyptian art and culture. The students will try to predict what civilization this is by the images.  The teacher will then start a whole group discussion about what is currently known by the students about Egypt.  These ideas will be put on a poster and displayed throughout the lesson.  Students will then answer 5 questions about the region and culture of Egypt using online resources.
	The teacher will assess the students by the discussion and through the 5 questions about the region.  
	Powerpoint presentation of images
Questionnaire for students

	Tuesday


	Topic:
Places and Regions

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #5

Themes:
Place, Human-Environment Interactions, Location, Region

	Student will watch a short video on the geography of Egypt. There will be short class discussion of the geography and climate following to assess understanding.  Students will receive a blank map of Egypt.  They will label the cities and geographical landforms of the region using resources on their Google classroom.  They will then use materials to make their map textured (sand for the desert and modeling clay for the Nile).  They will complete 3 questions about the favorable geography that the Nile provided and how trade was affected by the desert but helped by the Nile. 
	The teacher will assess by examining the maps and the looking at the answers to the questions.  Students should be able to conclude what the Nile provided and how the desert affected trade with other nations. 
	Geography video:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+introduce+ancient+egypt&docid=608005967435137434&mid=4D3995F82CF3AF6667A54D3995F82CF3AF6667A5&view=detail&FORM=VIREHT
Blank map of Egypt

Map resource on Google Classroom

Modeling Clay

Sand

	Wednesday


	Topic:
Human Systems

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #6

Themes:
Human-Environment Interactions

	Students will access their Google classroom for a document and video about agriculture in Egypt. They will then divide themselves into three groups.  Each group will get a topic of either seasons, tools or crops.  The group will conduct research and create a small poster to present to the class with their information. 
	Teachers will assess by the work in the groups, the poster and the presentation of the group. 
	Agriculture Video:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+on+ancient+egyptian+agriculture&view=detail&mid=20F8A555B811E482B12920F8A555B811E482B129&FORM=VIRE
Poster paper

	Thursday


	Topic:
Human Systems

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #6

Themes:
Region

	Students will watch a video on Religion and it will be discussed as a whole. The students will start their construction of tombs. They will create a tomb with appropriate religious aspects. They can include hieroglyphics, amulets, a sarcophagus, or any other items they feel should be included.  They will also create and small blueprint of the outer pyramid. 
	The teacher will assess the understanding by monitoring the work on the tombs.  They will also review the blueprints with the students to see if they understand why they are creating the design. 
	Religion Video:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ancient+egyptian+religion+%2b+video&view=detail&mid=B20662740DB0521C392CB20662740DB0521C392C&FORM=VIRE
Shoebox for tomb

Construction paper

Modeling Clay

Toilet paper rolls

Markers

	Friday


	Topic:
Human Systems

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #6

Themes:
Region

	Students will finish their work with their tombs and then present this to the class.  They will need to be able to explain why they included each object in their tomb and why they designed their pyramid in a specific manner. 
	Teachers will assess the understanding by the final design and if the student is able to answer the questions about their design.
	

	Monday
	Topic:  

Early Civilizations

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #2
Themes:  
Movement

	Students will be provided with information about the math technology of the Egyptians.  They will solve and create math problems using the Egyptian characters.  They will need to create at least one problem for another classmate to solve. Students will answer a reflective question about the connection of Egyptian math to the math they learn today. 
	Assessment will come through the created and solved problems.  Students should be able to use their knowledge of the Base 10 system to answer the reflection question. 
	Base 10 Blocks

Egyptian math paper

Reflection paper

	Tuesday
	Topic:  

Early Civilizations

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #2
Themes:  
Region

	Students will be given a list of topics concerning ancient Egypt. They will list their top 3 choices to research.  The teacher will group the students by their choices.  The groups will conduct research to create a multimedia presentation.
	The teacher will assess by monitoring the groups and checking the presentations. 
	List of topics

	Wednesday
	Topic:  

Early Civilizations

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #2
Themes:  
Region

	The students will complete their presentation and present it to the class.  The other groups will write one suggestion and one question about the presentation. 
	The teacher will assess the understanding by the questions created by the groups.  The presentation will also be used as an assessment of understanding. 
	Peer questions and suggestions.

	Thursday
	Topic:  

Early Civilizations

Content Statement: Grade 6, Content Statement #2
Themes:  
Movement

	Students will answer the questions provided by their peers and add the information to represent to the class. 

After all presentations, the class will go back to discuss the idea list that was made at the beginning of the lesson. 
	The teacher will use the questions that were answered as an assessment. The whole group discussion of the list made at the beginning of class is also an informal assessment.  Students should be able to recognize ideas that were incorrect or further expand on others. 
	Presentations

Peer questions

Poster of questions. 


Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (1998). Understanding by Design. Alexandria, VA: USCD.
Use of differentiated instruction – Give this a TRY!
	Bullet list the accommodations you will provide for individuals and subgroups within your class (accelerated, ELL, special needs, etc.).  This does not mean simply requiring students to do more or less; it means helping them access content and produce satisfactory work in ways best suited to their academic needs. This might include teacher modeling, utilizing graphic organizers, translation websites, differentiated reading materials, tiered activities, choice boards, etc.

Accelerated:  These students will be asked to create a paper map on Day 2, but then also create the same map online.  They will also make a poster and a video on Day 3 to present that poster.  For the research project, they will be assigned to groups and come up with their own topic, along with why this topic needs to be researched and presented.
ELL:  The ELL learners will be provided with examples and demonstrations.  All of the presentations and posters will be modeled and displayed for the students to access at all times.  When group activities are being used, they will be put in a group with a student that will help them.

Special Needs:  These students will also be provided with the models and examples.  They will be given graphic organizers for all research projects.  The videos in class will be shown as a whole group to better guide and discuss. 



Self-analysis:

Using the table below, please describe how the content, strategies, and assessments you have planned meet at least FIVE criteria from our Social Studies Best Practices (BP) in class Activity:
	Student Centered
	There is very little lecture time in the unit.  The students are discovering Egypt for themselves.  They are creating maps, tombs, and presentations.  They are also giving peer reviews to the other groups that are presenting. 


	In-depth study
	The students get to chose a topic and then research with a group.  They are presenting their findings in ordered fashion to show the class.  They are becoming the masters of their topic in order to teach the class. 

	Having students do history

	The students are creating a tomb with a blueprint of pyramid.  They need to think about what when into each part of the tomb and why it was important.  They are constructing a tomb for a pharaoh so they are living that part of history.

	Open Discussion

	The class is using open discussion several times during the nine day unit.  The discussion allows for them to hear the ideas of their classmates and to also be heard. 

	Prior Knowledge
	The students are using their prior knowledge of the base ten systems when learning about the mathematics of the Egyptians.  They will make the connections between what they have learned in class to what the Egyptians used. 
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