PROCEDURE FOR HOOF TRIMMING

1) Assess hoof condition for structural integrity, cracks, ulcers, fissures and plan your strategy
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2) Measure hoof dimensions for proper hoof length and make markings on hoof

a) Normal hoof angle – forelimb – 50 degrees
b) Normal hoof angle – hindlimb – 55 degrees
c) Toe length from coronary band to sole – 60mm – 80mm
d) Heel height – 30mm-40mm
e) Tip of toe when trimmed – 5mm – 7mm
f) Length from tip of toe to palmar/plantar aspect of coronary band – 100mm – 130mm
[image: Image result for order for correcting hoof overgrowth]
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3) Use the Dutch method 
a) Correct toe overgrowth to correct foot angle
b) Correct the heel last, leave sole thickness
c) Allow the walls to bear the most weight, taking weight of ulcer sites
d) Remove weight from painful claws
e) Remove dead or diseased horn





4) Start with cutting the toe first. 
a) The handle of the hoof trimmer must be parallel to the sole when the cut is made.
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5) Proceed to trim the toe triangle, going towards the lateral aspect of the hoof and then to the heel. Always measure with handle of hoof trimmer or ruler to ensure the sole is flat.[image: Image result for correcting hoof overgrowth with hoof knife dutch method]
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Above – trimming claws with grinder.
[image: ]
Above – trimming claws with grinder


6) [bookmark: _GoBack]Dish the inner aspect of the claws – can be done with hoof knife or Merlin grinder

[image: Image result for correcting hoof overgrowth with hoof knife dutch method]
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Names of anatomical structures relating to the foot
Coronary band -
hairless junction
between wall and skin

Heel bulbs
Heel

Interdigital space
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Tunechind,

Outer ront

The dishing out on the inner hind claw need
only be slight to help prevent shumy or mud
sticking between the claws. The dishing on the
outer hind claw should be larger and shallower
to relieve weight off the sole ulcer site. The
combined dish should be deep enough to fit 3
chicken egg but should not risk injury to quick
(corium).
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Recorded lesion Claw zone
Thin sole toe ulcers (TSTU) 1 and 2
White line disease (WLD) 3

Sole ulcers (SU) 4

Toe ulcers (TU) 5

Heel ulcers (HU) 6

Thin soles (TS) none

Sole puncture (SP) none
Injuries (INJ) none
Other (OTH) none
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Cut 1 - measure 7.Sem along the front ofthe clasy
Stomtop ofthe hard claw hom. Altematively s1ap
‘yourhand azoundthe cla placing fingers in
interdigital space and adjust cut length according to
how much your handis wider or shorter than 7.5-
Sem. Somelarge Holsteins need Scm. Cut straight
acrosstoe, asin diagram.

Cut2

mel_

Cut 2 trim excess sole at toe from the ground surface
ofoutside wall, sparing the side wall, inside wall and
heel, andstopping well before detectable sole thinning.
As 3 guide, iftoe length is trimmedto comect length
thentrim unti the white line justrejoins atthe tip of
the toe which should leave a 6 (5-7)mm step attip.
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