The Distance and

Physical Examination

PDF LINK:
http://www.carrsconsulting.com/thepig/teaching/vet437murdochpig
s/disorders2clinical.pdf
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The Distance Examination

Follow a se

t procedure to examine the animal
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Assess the pig's normal behaviour, s
locomotion and its response 1o its
owners, Enquire about eating,

urination and defecating pattems.
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Remember that the peg may live in a
group (sounder) at home and other pigs
may be presenting with the same
clinical signs
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The Physical Examination

Examination of an coo

erative p
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Make contact both vocally and
physically.  Assess the body condition.
Check breathing rate

Take the rectal temperature. Normal
39°C. Examine the external genitalia.

Palpate the lumbar muscles, hind legs,
abdomen and mammary arca
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Some pigs may allow suscultation — but
this is generally inrewarding
Check the head of the pig for any
discharges from the nose, eves, mouth
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Examine the feet while sanding Grasp the pig's front legs firmly. The | Place the pig on 115 rear, holding s
ig 15 likely 1o vocally object. back with your knees




l'alpanm of the lxml:u should start a the mp and work down the limb 1o the feet

Collect any samples are required. A
blood sample can be obtamned in this
sitting position from the jugular vein




Normal Parameters

Temperature 38.2C

Pulse 70-80 beats/min

Respiratory Rate 10-20 breaths/min




